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Sunday Service Times 

 

Sunday 1st April 

10:30am  Whole Parish Worship  
 

All Other Sundays 

9:30am     Formal Service 

11:15am  Less Formal Service 

(with children’s groups) 
 

Last Sunday of the month: 

signed service at 11:15 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParishEdgeleyCheadleHeath  

Twitter: twitter.com/ParishEdgeleyCH  
Website: www.edgeleyandcheadleheath.org.uk  

Telephone: 0161 480 5896 
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Julie Johnson 

Happy Happy Happy Happy New New New New                                                 
ChurchChurchChurchChurch    YearYearYearYear!!!! 

 

As I write in the bleakness of mid-

March, we are still amidst the 

austerity of Lent, with a longing for 

the Easter awakening and the gentle 

warmth of Spring. 
 

I remember another April, 42 years 

ago, when I was longing for a different 

sort of awakening in the shape of the 

birth of my second child, and the fact 

that because he delayed his arrival by 

a week, in those long ago days of tax 

relief, we just missed out! 
 

In our communal church life, the 

major item on the April agenda will be 

our APCM - a chance to review what 

has been happening in the life of 

church and community; to examine 

again the committed role we are 

fulfilling within that life, in response to 

God’s call upon our life. 
 

It’s also when we look at our financial 

accounts which will have been 

faithfully reconciled by Sylvia and 

Mike, our Joint Treasurers - I always 

glaze over at that bit, after giving due 

thanks for their ability to handle and 

record that side of things. 
 

In St Paul’s second letter to the church 

in Corinth we read that we are all 

called to pay careful attention to the 

idea of being reconciled.  So we are 

ambassadors for Christ, since God is 

making his appeal through us; we 

entreat you on behalf 

of Christ, be reconciled 

to God (2 Corinthians 

Chapter 5 verse 20). 
 

To be in a balanced 

relationship with God? 

I don’t think that could 

ever be possible, since on the one side 

of the scales is Almighty God and on 

the other are we puny humans!  
 

When I turn to the dictionary I find 

that to be reconciled carries ideas of 

restoring relationship, settling 

quarrels, being consistent and content 

- which doesn’t mean complacent; it 

means less grumbling!  All of that 

should be possible on our side and is 

vital to the daily challenge and call to 

be God’s ambassadors in the world. 
 

So when, at the annual meeting, you 

have the chance to review your life as 

a member of St Matthew’s church, 

will you find your life balanced and 

reconciled to God on those terms?  Or 

will you find God is weighing you in 

the balance and finding you wanting?  

The writing is on the wall! (Daniel 

5:27) 

With love in Christ.  Julie J xo 

 

Sermons OnlineSermons OnlineSermons OnlineSermons Online    
 

Remember – you can now hear 

Sunday sermons online. Visit the 

website: 

http://www.edgeleyandcheadleheath.

org.uk/media/ 



NeighbouNeighbouNeighbouNeighbourrrrhood hood hood hood 
Crafters LCrafters LCrafters LCrafters Launches aunches aunches aunches     
at Saturday at Saturday at Saturday at Saturday CaféCaféCaféCafé    

    

 
 

Joining forces with Stockport Artists 

and Crafters Group (via Facebook), we 

were delighted to welcome crafters to 

our Saturday Cafe in March. This new 

monthly venture is aimed at 

encouraging people to come into 

church to knit, crochet or make cards 

for charity, as well as enjoying some 

great company. Items created 

included cards and baby items for 

Early Essentials, nests for baby 

animals for the Woodland Trust, and 

“twiddle muffs” for patients with 

dementia at Stepping Hill hospital. 

 

The crafters group joins our already 

popular Cafe; and Comfortable with 

Computers, who can help you with 

your computer/laptop/phone/tablet.  
 

 
 

Our next session is Saturday 9 April, 

10 – 12. All are welcome!  
 

 
 

PS If you have any spare wool, 

material, buttons or card making 

resources, please feel free to donate 

them. They’ll be put to good use. 
 

Pam Robinson 

 

A Banner SpeaksA Banner SpeaksA Banner SpeaksA Banner Speaks    
(Part (Part (Part (Part TwoTwoTwoTwo))))    

    

 
 

When we last met I was residing at 

Sue and Nick’s house. Time for 

another exciting adventure! 
 

I travelled to Savio House in Beth’s 

car. I was left in the car while the staff 

had lunch in the Poachers. 
 

Once at Savio House I was removed 

from my plastic bag (oh, please let my 

new bag be made soon!), and put in a 

small room. I was stood up for my 

creases to drop out, so that when I 

made my entrance, I didn’t show 

myself up. 
 

I felt so proud when I was shown to 

the participants; and was left on show 

until we went to St Oswald’s Church 

for the closing service. 
 

I then stayed with Mary until 

November, when we went to the 

BACC council meeting in Sandbach. 

Chester was hosting the event so I 

stood proud at the front alongside the 

BACC banner - so exciting! 

  

I stayed with Mary until the next 

weekend in May, at Wistaston Hall. A 

little bird told me that the following 

October we would be off to Foxhill. 
 

In 2015, Leicester Cursillo was 21 

years old and we celebrated it at the 

Cathedral. I was invited to go along to 

represent Chester Cursillo with our 

Cursillistas. 
 

The National Ultreya was in Blackburn 

in September and I looked forward to 

parading with all the other banners on 

that day. 
 

I have just one complaint, (apart from 

the length of time my new bag is 

taking), and that is that Mary forgot to 

take me to the Diocesan Ultreya in 

March. I was looking forward to an 

outing. Ah well, roll on May. 
 

Chester Cursillo Banner, 

 transcribed by Mary Mitchell 

~ 

 

At St. Matthew’s we hold a Taizé Service  

every last Sunday of the month.  

Due to a Deanery Event, April’s service is postponed so 

there will be two services in May - Sunday 1st and 29th at 6pm 
 



Through AThrough AThrough AThrough Allllllll    
the Changing Scenes the Changing Scenes the Changing Scenes the Changing Scenes 

of Lifeof Lifeof Lifeof Life    
  

The weather into spring often veers 

between clear sky and sorry drizzle, 

with shoots of green pushing up 

through the frozen ground. Our lives 

can feel a bit like this: a mixture of 

sunshine and showers, promise and 

reality.  
  

I am reminded of the hymn by Nahum 

Tate and Nicholas Brady: 
  

Through all  

the changing scenes of life, 

in trouble and in joy, 

the praises of my God shall still 

my heart and tongue employ… 
  

Praising God in times of trouble 

sounds unreasonable, but Nahum and 

Nicholas both understood life’s ups 

and downs. 

Nahum was born 

in Dublin 1652 into a 

Puritan family that 

had already 

experienced violence.  

He became playwright and Poet 

Laureate, but ended his days taking 

refuge from his creditors. 

 

Also Irish, Nicholas was ordained, 

suffered for supporting the overthrow 

of James II, but is credited with saving 

his home town three times from 

burning, and became chaplain to the 

new king. 

  

Inspired by Psalm 34, they perhaps 

trusted that praise, even with a heavy 

heart in simple faith, helps us find 

good in the worst of circumstances, 

and offers the promise of peace in a 

new tomorrow.                 
 

Steph Haynes 
 

~ 

 

Don’t be afraid to use Don’t be afraid to use Don’t be afraid to use Don’t be afraid to use 
the the the the ‘‘‘‘PPPP’’’’    wordwordwordword    

 

Do you sometimes tell folk you will be 

thinking of them – when you actually 

mean I’ll be praying for you?  I used to 

do that, but over a long period I have 

learnt to use the ‘P’ word without fear.   
 

A recent exchange of emails affirmed 

me in this thinking even more.  

Someone had asked for prayer via our 

website prayer request board.  I 

responded, as usual, that I would be 

praying for the next four weeks 

- back came the reply that out  

of over 100 prayer request  

sites ours was the only one 

to respond. I found that 

sad on several levels 

and yet encouraging to  

our prayer ministry. 
 

Conclusion:- Don’t avoid telling people 

that you are praying for them.  They 

need to hear it as much as they need 

the prayers.                                     Julie J 

 

PuPuPuPut on your t on your t on your t on your     
walking shoes walking shoes walking shoes walking shoes     

 

Following our Whole Parish Worship 

on Sunday 3rd July we will be holding a 

sponsored walk to Didsbury and back 

in aid of our Deanery Christian Aid 

Project. The project aims to increase 

access to reproductive health 

information and services to vulnerable 

women in Southern Ethiopia. 
 

We have pledged to raise at least 

£5,000 between us in two years

        (about £350 

              per church) 

             the EU will 

    then fund match 

at 5:1, which makes a total of 

£30,000.  It will make a huge 

difference to people living in poverty. 

 

The walk will be split into several 

different routes ranging from around 

2-10 miles. With a picnic at Fletcher 

Moss for everyone.  Please put the 

date in your diary and pick up Sponsor 

Forms when they are available in June. 

 

~ 

 
 

    

Eight Hundred Eight Hundred Eight Hundred Eight Hundred     
Acts of KActs of KActs of KActs of Kindnessindnessindnessindness    

    

A village in North Somerset has 

undertaken 800 individual acts of 

kindness to celebrate its local church.  
 

 
 

The village of Congresbury has 

exceeded its challenge of more than 

800 good deeds to celebrate 800 

years of its local parish church, St. 

Andrews. The 3,500 villagers have 

been taking part in the 

anonymous Love Congresbury project, 

where the good deed is written on a 

small note and posted at the church.  
 

Becci North, one of the organisers 

of Love Congresbury and an active 

member of the church, reported that 

the deeds “range from somebody 

mowing somebody’s lawn, giving 

somebody a lift to hospital, giving aid 

to Calais. She said she was absolutely 

amazed; it’s been wonderful to think 

that so many people have embraced 

it, of all ages, all backgrounds of faith, 

of no faith.”  
 

Becci said that it was a way of 

enforcing community and “spreading 

God’s love through the community.” 
 

from the Association of Church Editors 

Used with permission. 



NinetyNinetyNinetyNinety----Seven Not Out!Seven Not Out!Seven Not Out!Seven Not Out!    
American evangelist Billy Graham 

turned 97 last year. He has preached 

to tens of millions of people face-to-

face, with some estimates saying 

more than two billion people in total 

have heard the Gospel through his 

ministry. Estimates say that hundreds 

of thousands of people have put their 

faith in Jesus Christ because of Billy 

Graham’s work. He is famous for his 

television crusades, which ran from 

1947 to 2005, and for advising US 

Presidents Dwight Eisenhower, 

Lyndon B. Johnson and Richard Nixon. 
 

Billy Graham supported Martin Luther 

King Jr in the American civil rights 

movement and his ministry 

contributed to people becoming 

Christians in Communist countries like 

Russia and East Germany before the 

fall of the Berlin Wall. He is still active 

in ministry, and recently released a 

new book. His preaching has also 

featured in a recently released 

promotional film about the Gospel, 

called Second Chance. 
 

 
 

Steve Wade, from the charity My 

Hope UK, which Billy Graham 

founded, commented: Billy Graham 

was saying, ‘Do you think they’ll still 

remember me in the UK?’ And for me 

this spoke of the humility of the man, 

that he would actually think that we'd 

forget about him. This is the guy who 

preached to over 9 million people in 

this country face-to-face... over 

380,000 recorded decisions for Christ, 

and yet he’s saying ‘Do you think 

they’ll still remember me?’ My heart’s 

desire, his heart’s desire, is that we all 

become bolder in sharing the Good 

News of Jesus Christ.  

 

From the Association of Church 

Editors.  Used with permission. 

~ 

 

 

March Baptisms 

Madison Klemp-Haley, Tarlia Grimes, 

Porcia Robinson, Brayden Ferguson, 

Frank Shields. 

 

 

March Funerals 

Eric Robinson and John Demount 

 

 

    
    

WhatWhatWhatWhat’s on ’s on ’s on ’s on iiiin n n n AprilAprilAprilApril    
 

All events (except Home Groups)  

in church unless otherwise stated.  

Please check with group leaders for 

up-to-date information. 
 

WeeklyWeeklyWeeklyWeekly    
Monday 

6:30pm    Brigade 
 

Tuesday 

8:30am   Home Group  

1:30pm Socially Yours 
 

Wednesday     

10am    Holy Communion   

7pm Home Group  
 

Friday 

9:30am  Toddle Time 

7pm Choir Practice 
 

Saturday  

10am Saturday Café  

 

Other Other Other Other Services and Services and Services and Services and EventsEventsEventsEvents    
Saturday 2nd  

8:30am Prayer Breakfast                                             
 

Sunday 3rd  

10:30am  Whole Parish Worship 

Lead: David & Lucy ~ Preach: David 
 

Saturday 9th  

10am Saturday Café with…  

Comfortable with Computers, 

Neighbourhood Crafters, 

Refugee and Asylum Seekers Drop-in. 
 

Sunday, 10th          

9:30am  Holy Communion 

Lead: Peter ~ Preach: David Br 

11:15am  Morning Worship 
Lead: Heather ~ Preach: Mike 

 

Thursday 14th   

7:30pm Mothers’ Union 
 

Saturday 16th  

10am           Police Surgery 
 

Sunday, 17th        

10:30am  Whole Parish Worship 

Lead: David & Heather ~ Preach: David 
 

followed by our Annual Meeting  

and a bring and share lunch 
 

200 Club – Subs Due 
 

Saturday 23rd   

1pm           Wedding  
  

Sunday, 24th  

9:30am  Holy Communion 

Lead & Preach: Ian Davenport 

11:15am  All Age Signed Service 

Lead: Lucy ~ Preach: David Br 
 

5pm Deanery Evensong with  

Chester Cathedral Choir @ St. Thomas’ 
    

LookLookLookLooking ing ing ing AAAAheadheadheadhead    to to to to MayMayMayMay    
Sunday, 1st  

10:30am Whole Parish Worship with  

Holy Communion and Healing Prayer 

6pm  Taizé Service 
 

Saturday, 7th    

8:30am Prayer Breakfast 
 

Sunday, 29th  

6pm  Taizé Service 
 

Please speak to group/event leaders 

for more information; or check the 

website and Facebook page. 


